[image: image1.jpg]



MEDIA RELEASE

[image: image2.jpg]



MEDIA RELEASE 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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NEW COMMUNITY HOUSING OPENS FOR 
PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 
The first of 16 new community homes developed to provide safe and secure accommodation for more than 40 people with intellectual disabilities will be officially opened at Unley today (Wednesday, October 20).  
The community house, developed through collaboration between Minda, Disability SA and Housing SA, will be opened by Disability Minister Jennifer Rankine.

The property will initially accommodate three people, with a fourth moving in during the coming months.

Ms Rankine said the project was a wonderful example of government agencies and non-government organisations joining forces to provide better outcomes for South Australians living with disabilities.

“This project builds on a long standing partnership,” Ms Rankine said.

“Helping people with intellectual disabilities to live as safely and independently as possible is something the Government and Minda are both very passionate about.
“The Government and Minda are investing a total of $12 million into the ‘Moving to the Communities’ project, covering the 16 new community homes.”

Minda’s Chief Executive Officer, Cathy Miller, said the 16 new houses – in Unley, Glenelg, Parkholme, Mitchell Park, Hallett Cove and Old Reynella – would all be opened by March next year, bringing to 56 the number of community homes operated and supported by Minda.

Once completed, the 16 properties will accommodate 30 people currently living at Minda’s Brighton campus, along with 12 people in need of supported accommodation.

Ms Miller said the development of additional community accommodation would deliver upon a commitment by the Board of Minda, which has adopted 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

The accommodation will also assist the Government in addressing the needs of those on its urgent accommodation waiting list.
“The development of these community homes will have a genuine impact on the lives of South Australians living with intellectual disabilities,” Ms Miller said.

“We are keen to ensure the residents at our Brighton campus have the choice of either continuing to live where they are or moving into community houses like the one in Unley.

“We are opening up new possibilities and helping people who want to live more independently to live their lives to the full.”
The organisation currently provides accommodation for 511 residents, with 250 living at the Brighton campus.

However, much of the accommodation offered on campus is now outdated and in need of replacement.
The Brighton Masterplan, approved by the Minda Association in June, is examining options to generate the funds required to achieve the redevelopment.

Minda is one of South Australia’s leading providers of services to the intellectually disabled.
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